University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-12-1988

Interview: President Vinicio Cerezo On
Guatemalan Political Situation
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Interview: President Vinicio Cerezo On Guatemalan Political Situation." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/2463

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074140
ISSN: 1089-1560

Interview: President Vinicio Cerezo On Guatemalan
Political Situation
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, October 12, 1988
[Summarized below are excerpts from an interview with Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo
on the country's political situation, published by daily newspaper Prensa Libre (Guatemala)
on Sept. 4. (Basic data from 10/05/88 report by Regional Coordination for Economic and Social
Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)] Prensa Libre: A week ago, rebel
commander Pablo Monsanto said that you cannot make decisions as a result of strong pressure
applied by the Army. Cerezo: That is absolutely false...A very interesting comparison can be made
between arguments of this type made by the extreme right and the extreme left...For instance, the
ultrarightists, who have attempted to promote instability and military coups, argue that the Army
is manipulated by President Cerezo and by a Christian Democrat cabal in order to...break with
institutional prerogatives and place the Army at the service of a party dictatorship. Thus, according
to the extreme right, the president manipulates Generals Gramajo, Callejas and all top military
officers. Meanwhile, the extreme left argues that President Cerezo is manipulated or pressured
by the Army in such a way that it influences all his decisions. stop manipulating the government
or promoting coups. Democracy is not useful to the extreme right, since in elections they lose.
Consequently, they wish to use the Army to take power. Nor does democracy work for the extreme
left. They work to delegitimize democracy, arguing that it does not exist because the Army continues
to wield power. Based on these arguments, the left seeks to justify its struggle, and in turn, ensure
international support to continue in the fight to take power through armed struggle. the Army
as part of the state apparatus has a specific defined role. Its actions demonstrate that the military
institution has fulfilled its historical role by accepting the president's decisions. To the present, there
is no evidence that the president is under pressure by the military...During the regime of President
Mendez Montenegro it was rumored that a pact was established between the chief executive and
the commander of the armed forces. This document which recorded this pact eventually surfaced.
A document of this kind cannot be uncovered now, simply because there is no pact. Prensa Libre:
Some analysts argue that you permitted the initiation of peace talks [with the rebels] in Madrid, and
then later dismissed their potential as a result of military pressure. Cerezo: It is not accurate to say
that we permitted or promoted the talks in Madrid. As part of the Esquipulas peace treaty process
underway at that time, we accepted a contact...We sought to determine whether the guerrillas
possessed the political will to undertake peaceful participation in the treaty process. However, we
learned that they were seeking what we recognized as belligerence. For this reason we did not send
official delegates [to Madrid]...Several persons attended in order to examine the guerrillas' political
positions. In this capacity, we accepted the presence of Spanish officials. an independent political
decision in the interest of disarmament and returning to the national political process. If they
chose this option, it would cause an internal crisis...The guerrillas fear that once they declare their
intention to disarm and become involved in peaceful political struggle in the country, their existing
organization would be dismantled... The guerrillas are bound by their own declarations, and these
restrict their decisionmaking capacity. This is understandable for the past 30 years, they have told
people on the exterior that the only option is armed struggle since the possibility of a democratically
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elected government in Guatemala was nonexistent. Perhaps they were right about this at some
point in the past decades. However, historical conditions have changed, i.e., the Army's attitude
changed, and Guatemalans went to the polls and elected a president. The guerrillas' international
support network has crumbled. But to recognize these changes would require acknowledging
that they were wrong for 30 years. The guerrillas' own history places limits on their capacity to
maneuver, and has converted them into a problem for the people of Guatemala. At present, we
Guatemalans want to live peacefully. The guerrillas continue fighting and attempting to justify
attacks against the Army which in reality fights with the objective of strengthening democracy.
In any event, I believe that the situation is the opposite of what the guerrillas assert. They are the
party who have no capacity to maneuver in order to withdraw from the struggle. They are similar
to persons who continue in a marriage for the children's sake. These persons may want a divorce,
but they do not seek one, whether for reasons of moral or economic dependency... The guerrillas
are condemned to disappear...left behind by the democratic impulse. They can return to civilian life
without any restrictions. They can form a party, call themselves integralist, socialist, communist,
social revolutionary, whatever they wish. They impose the limits, not us. Prensa Libre: Would the
guerrilla presence lend validity to a national dialogue? Cerezo: The guerrillas say "unless we are
there, the dialogue will be incomplete." We may find ourselves lacking one, say, of the 25 political
groups in the country. It is unfortunate that not all are present, but only 24, 23 or 22. We must be
aware that every day there will be a new political group which emerges and demands participation
in the dialogue. If we insist on having every political group present at all times in the dialogue, it
may never be complete. What we cannot accept is a political group coming forth and offering a
machinegun as an argument...[O]ther groups who have used violence as an argument in the past the
MLN called itself the party of organized violence would then say, "...If the guerrillas are armed, we
will be, too." Once again various paramilitary groups would appear on the scene, the white hands
and so forth that were part of the organized violence which must never return. The use of force must
be the exclusive responsibility of the government...[T]he only entities with the legitimate right to use
force are the Army and state security forces.
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